Who is Jesus according to the teaching of the Bible?

Following are some key (but not all) passages in the New Testament that discuss
how Jesus perceived himself and how others understood what Jesus was saying.

| encourage you to read the passages in the context of the section they are found
in.

Some are specific claims and some are claims to attributes that only God has, so
are indirect claims to be God.

Only God forgives sins. To claim to forgive sins is to claim to be God, that is
‘blasphemy’.

Matthew 9:7-8

1 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought
to him a paralysed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
man, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”

3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!”

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “"Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your

hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Get up and walk'? 6 But |
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to

the paralysed man, “"Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went

home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had
given such authority to man.

Mark 2:5-6, 10
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralysed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 "Why does this
fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

10 But | want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” ...

Luke 7:48

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
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Acts 2:36-38

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Messiah.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 7:59-60

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he
fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he fell asleep.

For the view of the Old Testament see Jeremiah 31:34
No longer will they teach their neighbour,
or say to one another, 'Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord.

“For | will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”

Jesus is worshipped as God
Matthew 14:33
33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Matthew 16:15-16
15 "But what about you?” he asked. “"Who do you say | am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

John 9:38

38 Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.

John 20:28

28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!”
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Hebrews 1:6-9

6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God's angels worship him.”
7 In speaking of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels spirits,
and his servants flames of fire.”

8 But about the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
a sceptre of justice will be the sceptre of your kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions
by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

Jesus makes use of the name of God ‘| Am’

John 18:5-6

5 "Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I'am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus
said, " am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

For the OT view of the name of God see Exodus 3:14
Exodus 3:14

14 God said to Moses, “I am who | am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘Il am has
sent me to you."”

Only God is the Judge. Jesus claims to be the Judge.

31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put
the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

For the view of the Old Testament see Joel 3:12

“Let the nations be roused;
let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
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for there | will sit
to judge all the nations on every side.

Jesus claim to sit at the right hand of God is interpreted as blasphemy which
is a claim to being God.

Mark 14:60-64

60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 61 But Jesus
remained silent and gave no answer.

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”

62 "l am,” said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he
asked. 64 "You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”

They all condemned him as worthy of death.
Jesus is eternal and the creator

John 1:1-3

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing
was made that has been made.

John 8:58

24 | told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you will
indeed die in your sins.”

Colossians 1:15-17

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He
is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

1 Timothy 1:17

17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever
and ever. Amen.
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Hebrews 13:8

8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

For the view of the Old Testament about who is the Creator see Isaiah 40:28

Isaiah 40:28

Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.

Revelation 1:17; 2:8

17 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on
me and said: “Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last.

8 ... These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life
again.

Jesus is God

John 1:18

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

Romans 9:5

5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who
is God over all, forever praised! Amen.

Philippians 2:5-11
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself
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by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

1 John 5:20

20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we
may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true God and eternal life.

Jesus is Saviour

John 4:42

42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.”

John 8:24

24 1 told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you will
indeed die in your sins.”

John 10:9

9 | am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out,
and find pasture.

John 11:25

25 Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die;

John 14:6-7

6 Jesus answered, "l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen him.”

Deity of Jesus in the New Testament by Pastor Peter Watson Page 6


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+10%3A9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26491a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26676b

Revelation 5:9-10
9 And they sang a new song, saying:

“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.”

For the view of the Old Testament about who is the Saviour see Isaiah 45:22 &
43:11

Isaiah 45:22

“Turn to me and be saved,
all you ends of the earth;
for | am God, and there is no other.

Isaiah 43:11

, even |, am the Lord,
and apart from me there is no saviour.

Jesus claims the authority of God which is seen as blasphemy

John 5:16-18, 21-27

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to
persecute him. 17 In his defence Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this
very day, and | too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making
himself equal with God.

21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to
whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all
judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honour the Son just as they honour the Father.
Whoever does not honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him.

24 "Very truly | tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly | tell you, a
time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and
those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son
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also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the
Son of Man.

John 17:1-5
1 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have
given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent. 4 | have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave
me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with

you before the world began.

Jesus claims to be the light of the world which is an attribute of God

John 8:12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

For the view of the Old Testament about who is the Light see Isaiah 60:19-20

19 The sun will no more be your light by day,
nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you,
for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory.
20 Your sun will never set again,
and your moon will wane no more;
the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your days of sorrow will end.

Jesus claims a unique oneness with the Father

John 8:19

19 Jesus claims to be the light of the world which is an attribute of God

John 10:30-33

30 | and the Father are one.”

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
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33 "We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because
you, a mere man, claim to be God.”

John 14:1, 9-11

1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father'? 10 Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The
words | say to you | do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me,
who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.

Other important passages
Titus 2:13

13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ,

2 Peter 1:1

1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ have received
a faith as precious as ours:

1John 5:11-12

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his

Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life.
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